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Dear <Head of State>

We are writing on behalf of <organization> ahead of your participation in next week’s G20 Summit in Cannes, France, where some the world’s most urgent problems will be addressed. As you will know, G20 nations represent some 85 percent of global economic output and two-thirds of the world’s population; and therefore share a collective responsibility to provide leadership in global development and poverty eradication.

Last month, more than thirty Heads of State, including several from the G20, attended a UN High-Level Meeting in New York to pledge their support for concrete action to prevent and control a major cause of world poverty: non-communicable diseases (NCDs), which include cancer, cardiovascular disease, chronic respiratory diseases and diabetes. 

NCDs are a significant driver of economic loss and instability.  A recent study by the World Economic Forum and Harvard University estimates that NCDs will cost the world economy $47 trillion over the next 20 years, representing 75 percent of annual global GDP and surpassing the cost of the global financial crisis.  Yet, the World Health Organization estimates that a basic package of cost effective strategies to prevent and treat NCDs would cost only $11.4 billion a year across all low- and middle- income countries.

This year’s Chair, France, along with other G20 members such as Germany and South Africa, has requested your support for a Financial Transactions Tax that would ensure a renewed global effort in the fight against poverty and ill-health.

The G20 Summit is a critical opportunity to reverse the NCD epidemic. We believe the Financial Transactions Tax proposed by G20 members could greatly assist this aim and urge you to support this initiative at next week’s Summit.

We wish you a successful meeting and look forward to your continued support for action on NCDs.

Yours sincerely,
